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lU.S. Summit Stance: Nuc;lear

Testing Will Go On

The following article is based on reporting by Michael R. Gordon and
Leslie H. Gelb and was written by Mr. Gelb.
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WASHINGTON, Oct. 3 — For the| . .
foreseeable future, the United States The Historical Record

will not agree to join a July 30 Soviet| (pponents of a test moratorium say
moratorium-on all nuclear testing or | the historical record shows that Mos-
agree to0 a total test ban treaty, accord-| cqw cannot be trusted.
i t:lsmior Reagan Administration| n 1958 President Eisénhower an-
officials. ! nounced that the United States would
The officials said President Reagan| opgerve a moratorium on tests if the
would take this position — on the| Soviet Union did the same. Both sides!
that a total ban could not be| giopped testing until August 1961, when
verified — when he meets with the| the Soviet Union began a sizable test
Soviet leader, Mikhail S. Gorbachev, at| nrogram. Spurgeon M. Keeny Jr., &
the summit meeting scheduled for Nov. former arms control official who is now
19-20 in Geneva. the director of the private Arms Con-
But even if the two sides could agree (o} Association, noted that the Soviet
on means to verify such a treaty, the gecision to resume testing came after
Administration is determined t0 COU- president Eisenhower said the mora-

tinue testing to develop new nuclear i lapsed after the French
warheads, officials said. S e

“Verification is not the only or main  The Kennedy Administration negoti-

stumbling block to agreement,” said testing in the
Kenneth L. Adelman, the director of 2{;9‘ tm?m&%mmw

the Arms Control and Disarmament | 19'7I 4 the Nixon Administration ne-

Agency. goti
The test ban proposal has been a| Treaty, which limited
prominent issue in the arms control de- | ¢ests to 150 kilotons. The Ford i

t bate since the Soviet Union announced | tration followed with a treaty that ex-

._Iuly:l)thltltwulﬂlﬂn]mldelrtelt- tended this limit to peaceful nuclear
ing from Aug. 6 to the end of the year, | explosions. These treaties were not
and invited the United States to follow | submitted to the United States Senate
suit. for approval, but both sides say they

The United States has announced dhering to the treaty limits.
that it has conducted two tests since the ar_:_hae Carter Adnnnj’trzlm initially

s e, e o e | i e
t et Foreign » | of unlimited tion, but later decided
Eduard A. Shevardnadze, met with |, work for a three-year ban. American|

|| President R and Soviet negotiators reached agree- ||wea

Ameﬁcg:oc‘)nd also co:nl:ew ment on important measures, includ
a test ban not prevent f > ’ el
of nuclear weapons, despite the insist- |ing placing seismic monitoring devices
ence of most signers of the 1968 treaty at 10 sites in each country for verifica-
to stop the spread of nuclear weapons (tion. But the talks fell by the wayside
that a ban is essential. after the Soviet intervenmtion in Af-
Officials from the Pentagon, State|8hanistan in December 1979. )
Department, White House and intelli-| The Reagan Administration has said
gence agencies also made these points: |that a comprehensive ban is a long-
dFor more than two years, there has |t€rm goal, but it has not sought to re-
been no interdepartmental study of the Sume the comprehensive test ban
"’é‘;? ot . mﬂ and ot of| |
w t of expert on in out .
the Administration holds that the ditfi-| 1 esting Proposals
worked out. ]
gDespite Administration statements After Moscow announced its testing
that Moscow stepped up its nuclear moratorium, the Administration called
tests before proposing its moratorium, | it & propaganda move and unveiled its
intelligence experts estimated that|o™D to improve verification of
Russian testing up to August was the threshold test treaties, beginning
ot o sesomty i s S s
9A ban would not i t X
the development of warheads for new | The Soviet position has been that the
MX and Mi m'witthrasholduuﬁucanbevwﬁedmd
would affect the development of a new |Should be approved.
warhead for the Trident 11 missile and
the development of nuclear ‘‘Star
Wars’’ antiballistic missile systems.
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Robert C. McFarlane, the national
security adviser, that Moscow
“accelerated the number of tests that
they’ve had 0 that they wouldn't need
to test for the next five months or so.”

. Administration officials say that this
charge is based, in , on satellite ob-
servations that the Soviet

The Verification Issue

In rejecting the Soviet offer, Admin-
istration spokesmen cited verification
problems. But other explanations were

ments, including one by Richard L.
Wagner Jr., an Assistant of
Defense with responsibility for ear

“Even if effectively verified, a com-
prehensive test ban would not be in the
national security interests of the U.S.,”
he told Congress.

Moreover, officials said that no for-
mal interdepartmental review of the
evolving abilities to verify a ban has
been conducted in over two years, de- ‘
spite some advances in verification.

‘Since the mid-1970’s ‘‘there have'
been some important changes in capa-
bility resulting from steady progress in
our research program in cs
and explosion seismology,” said Dr.
Ralph W. Alewine 3d, a scientist at the
Defense Advanced Research Projects
Agency said in recent Congressional

testimony.

A perticularly important research
program is a joint American-Norwe-
gian array of seimic sensors in south-
ern Norway, which includes sensors
that are better at picking up high-fre-
quency signals than other seismic de-
vices are.
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